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BUILDING TOMORROW'S PARLIAMENT

Strengthening the House of Assembly through the House of Assembly (Management) Act, 2025

A modern governance framework for a stronger, more independent Parliament and better services for the people

of the Virgin Islands.
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HOUSE PARLIAMENT BLUE ECONOMY



The Speaker of the House of Assembly of the Virgin Islands, the Honourable Corine
N. George-Massicote, has launched Issue 2 of the House’s official newsletter, House
Matters.

The first issue was released during the 75th anniversary of the restoration of
legislation in the Virgin Islands. This new issue continues the newsletter’s mission,
to keep residents informed about legislative business, regional and international
engagement, and the standards that guide the work of the House.

This issue offers deeper coverage of legislative activities, updates on the House’s
regional and international engagements, and more insight into the procedural and
ethical standards that underpin its work. The goal remains the same, to provide
Virgin Islanders with clear, timely, and accessible information about what the

House of Assembly is doing.

As she welcomed readers to the second issue of House Matters, Speaker George-
Massicote said,

“It is an honour to serve as Speaker of the House of Assembly and to work on
behalf of the people of the Virgin Islands. We created this newsletter to help you
better understand what the House of Assembly does and how its work affects your
everyday life. The House belongs to the people, so it is important that everyone
has the opportunity to know what is happening and why it matters.

Over the past few months, the House has continued working to make Parliament
stronger and more effective. We have debated and passed important laws, worked
with regional and international partners, improved how the House operates, and
continued building an institution that is open, modern and accountable to the
people.”



Highlights in Issue 2 include:

e House Highlights

Parliament in Action

Blue Economy Youth Debate
Youth & Civic Education
Behind the Scenes

The House of Assembly of the Virgin Islands is the Territory’s legislative body,
responsible for making laws, approving public expenditure, and holding the
Government to account in service of the people of the Virgin Islands.

For Additional Information Contact:

Giovanni Herbert

Public Relations Officer

House of Assembly

Telephone: 1(284)468-6909

Email: gherbert@gov.vg

Facebook: https://facebook.com/HOABVI
Youtube: @houseofassemblyvi2922

Gallery
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Message from the Speak
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Welcome to the second edition of House Matters.

Itis an honour 1o serve as Speaker of the House of
Assembly and to work on behalf of the people of
the Virgin Islands.

We created this newsletter 1o help you better

s
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happening and why it matters.

ver the past few months, the House has
continued working to make Parliament stronger \

Parliament is not only about passing laws. It is also
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A Historic Visit from the United Kingdom Speaker
Building Relationships Beyond Borders ]

The House of Assembly of the Virgin lslands was honoured to
welcome Sir Lindsay Hoyl House of Commons of the
United Kingdom, during his officalvisit to the Teriory.
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2 modem Parliament. It also provided an opportunity to strengthen

P yties,
of legislatures in serving the public.

Diecussions dang the viah focused on svengtieniog
democratic leadership, improving the effectiveness of
[ e e
bulding public confidence in democratic nstitutions, and
encouraging greater participation by young people in
public ife.

Issues that affect our dally Iives. In this edition, we
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s open, moder and accountable o the people.

One aspect of my work that | enjoy most is and the experiences of families in our communty.
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Edu Thvough  Parliament  programme,  support and thoughtful action.
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we continue moving forward, | remain
committed to helping build a Parliament that is
transparent, accessible and responsive 1o the

premcaions oy a1 ae ahvrs S T i
ety e ey, s 0, 0 SO, e o o

brighter future for the Virgin Islands.

Thisetin o ks e o of S LIRS ey e 1tk the thn 1 road House

% Matters, and thank you for being part of this
journey with us.

oo i pzses b aieby oo Hon. Corine N. George Massicote
of Assembly Speaker of the House of Assembly
Virgin Islands

STRENGTHENING THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY TO BETTER SERVE THE PEOPLE OF
‘THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

in slands for generations. The Hous
governance

The House of Assembly has proudly served the people of the
of gement) Act, 2025

WHY THIS MATTERS?

The House of Assembly belongs 1o the people of the
Vi . L1 wheelaws e cubaed nd psed

Issues are discussed, and the Goverment s
held o accoun o behallaf h pue

For the House to continue fulfiling this important
responsibilty, it must have the govemance, systems and
resources needed to support its work. That is why the

h of a modem legislature while continuing to
serve the people of the Virgin Islands.
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For many years, the Office of the House of y
service.

a pariamentary insttution.

became clear one.
that recognised the unique role of the Pariament and provided greater responsibily for the
-  staff, f o
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preseving
traditions of Parliament while embracing innovation and
modern practices that enable the House of Assembly to
better serve the peaple of the Virgin stands.

An Evening of Parliamentary Fellowship

To commemorate the occasion, Speaker Hon. Corine N. George-
Massicote hosted an official dinner reception in honour of Sir
Lindsay Hoyle'svsit

‘The reception brought together former Speakers of the House of
Assembly, current Members of the House of Assembly,

and continued. ma\npmml of the uqm.mye
he evening provided an opportuniy for former and 1y leaders to reflect on the
Dveq-zss A e A el el o ot o oos Vo tare sared

tis about

liste
10 build a stronger futur for the Virgin Isands.

Sir Lindsay Hoyle's visit stands as an important reminder of the value of strong parliamentary

Values across the Commonwealth.

C HOW WILL THIS BENEFIT THE VIRGIN ISLANDS?
The new framework wil help the House of Assembly to

commitees;
« modemise parliamentary administration and technology;
« strengthen financial stewardship and oversight;
e B e e
respond more effectively to the evolving needs of the House; and

othe people of the Virgin Isiands.

while reinforcing confidence in one of the Territory's most important
‘democratic nstitutions.

The House of

Assembly
(Management) Act,
2025 establishes the
House of Assembly
Commission,
providing the House
‘with its own modern
governance
framework to oversee
its administration,
finances and
operations in support
ofits constitutional
role.
—

VoL 1,1s5.2 9

SEPTEMBER, 2026

TAKING PARLIAMENT INTO OUR SCHOOLS

Speaker visits Enis Adams Primary School to promote civic education.

o
e et
e e s Kot
e N

< Tha v rsnchesof goramemant and thk ien
St perobetd antimesiosty rotchot. th sesio. kg thagefl leston, e o

Speaker wdents abilty
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every leader begins as a learmer and tha the future of the Virgin Islands rests in the hands of young people

accessible and connected to the people, partculary young people, who represent the future of the Virgin
Islands.

—— PARLIAMENT IN ACTION ——

of iegilton s an imporan part of Priaments work i ony on aspet o the Hovse's consttutonal
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responsibiites help srengthen democratic governan:
eeds of the Terrtory.
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‘and ensure that Parlament remains responsive 1o the

vwuth Debate:
SECURING OUR SEAS, SUSTAINING llllll FUTURE

Anpart of the offcil vt of S LindeayHoye,Speaar o Throughoutthedebete. tderts pcka
the House of Commons of the United Kingdom, students with confidence, passion and conviction as.
from achools acros the Vg Il ook par I 8 they expored eove 800h 8

special youth debate exploring the future of the Terrorys . Protecting marine ife and the natural
marine resources and how they can support a sttong and  enviranment

sustainable economy. + Buiding resilence to climate change.

tudents t Virgin
Islands can protect its oceans while creating opportunities
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for jobs, business and economic. growth. it encouraged rine re
them 10 think about how the sea, one of the Territorys. Ch'h‘"'"'s :";:mnnmm ‘opportunities
greatest. natural assets, can continue 1o benefit both _ U¥ouh the

omy.
+ Balancing economic growth with

resent and fuure generations.

Ly environmental responsibiy

Students debated the motion

“Securing Our Seas, Sustaining Our Future: Why the The debate shovcased the ineligence

British Virgin Islands Must Be Supported to Fully confidence and leadership potential of
young people throughout the Terrtory

(O =y while _reinforcing the _importance of

imeing youth innatnal conrsatons

sutounding the future of the Virg

he event also reinforced the importance
P e
conversations. By encouraging them 1o
share their ideas and take part
decussons shou e e of e
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The dabete wes & pomrfl reinder tha potacting our enyrorment and strngUening ou econary
finfn st el gl st it oot i

7 ‘SEPTEMBER, 2026

EDUCATION THROUGH PARLIAMENT

Parliament comes to Life for Cedar International School Students.

Sudens of Codrntarmatonal Schol rcerty vt the Hoisa
‘Assembly Chamber as part of the ongoing Education Through
et oo

The visit provided students with a unique opportunity to experience

« How laws are made
« The role o elected leaders
e
~ Chic esponaiti

+ Leadership and public service:

One of the highlights of the visit was the
opportunity to participate in discussions and

made
Jeilatons consioredwihi e ogiltre.

The visit created an interactive and welcoming

Speaker GeorgeMatsicote encouraged the suets
reman condent, respecil and angujed
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and responsible leadership:
Education

She reminded the students that eadership is not defined by age, but by character, responsibility and a
willingness to positively impact others.

“The Education Through Parlament initative continues to sirengthen the connection between young
people and the House of Assembly by providing meaningful opportunites to learn about democracy,
civic partcipation and public service. By opening the doors of Parliament, the House hopes to inspire a

“Today's students are tomorrow’ leaders. By opening the doors of Parliament, we are investing in a
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Early detection remains ane of the most Important ways we can protect our health. Regular checkups and

broad range of parkamentary bu!wm! that reflected the
House's contnued commitment
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What happens atter the diagnosis? H 9 PE
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eatment overy. There may_be medication, specalist appointments, tave,
accommodation and ther costs thatcan add up over tim

This shauld not weatment

As a communty, we can continue Iooking at ways 1o Mmake preventatve care and screening easier 10 access.

| — [Sontdence n the democratc process.
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Building Tomorrow's
Leaders
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Quality Care and Patient Protection

Affordabilty is on important part of healthcare, but
re iy, patent saety and confence n the o we

oo Good reqltion shoud tmaely work o reryne
It hels 1o protect patents, supports healthcare
professionals and strengthens confidence n the.

Tocr  prefcsore maintain professional For persons facing cancer and other _serous
Standards. As healthcare changes and new treatments, ilnesses, howeve, the comersation goes. oven

o engaging with schools throughout the Terriory, the House of
.
generation. Through these_engagements,  young
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adminstation ransparency and accountabily.

The 9
t01he people of the Virgi lsiands. Healthcare i one of them.
‘Cancer affects individuals and familes, but healhcare touches al of us. Talking openly

Terrory
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LOOKING AHEAD

Creating healthier communities begins
with listening to one another.
Whether through neighbours supporting neighbours,

L healthcare _ professionals

‘contributes 1o stronger communites.
By continuing these conversations with empathy and
respect, we help create a Virgin Islands where
persons affected by cancer feel valued, supported
and empowered throughout their journey.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
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BEHIND THE SCENES

Recognising the People Who Keep Parliament Moving

THE HOUSE MATTERS TEAM

House Matters represents the House of Assembly's commitment to openness, transparency and public
‘engagement. Each edition is the result of careful planning, collaboration and creatvty by a dedicated

y the House, L school
is a dedicated team whose commitment and professionalism ensure that the House of Assembly

While much of public view,
of Pariament, From providing procedural advice and administrative leadership to coordinating meetings,

The House extends its sincere appreciation to Ms. Janiecia Vanterpool whose exceptional coordination,
organisation and editorial support have been instrumental in the development of House Matters. From
planning and structuring each edition to coordinating content, managing production schedules and
ensuring continuity throughout the editorial process, her professionalism, attention 1o detail and

preparing official documents, supporting Members and Committees, managing
maintaining the Chamber and delivering essential operational services, every member of the House
Administration contributes to the success of the insttution.

The House of Assembly extends its sincere appreciation o every member of staff whose dedication,

This Quarter’s Questions

What more can we, as a community, do to improve cancer prevention,
access to care, affordabilty and support for persons and families
affected by cancer in the VirginIsiands?

Weinvite you o share your thoughts, experiences and ideas.

‘Selected community responses may be featured in a future edtion of
House Matters as part of our ongoing commitment to encouraging
respectful dialogue and greater Givic engagement.

“When we support
responsibity. we can continue buiding  sronger, heather and more | those affected by
onnected Virgin Isands.

Together, through  conversation, _understanding and _ shared

cancer, we
strengthen families.
When

e RECOONISING the Leadership of the House Administration

‘Special recognition s extended to Mrs. Bethsaida Smith- -
Hanley, Clerk of the House of Assembly, for her dedicated

leadership of the House Administration and her steadfast
commitment o supporting the work of Parliament.

As the principal adviser on parliamentary procedure and the
head of the House Administration, the Clerk provides
strategic administrative leadership while ensuring that the
business of the House is conducted efficiently, impartially

House of Assembly to fuli its constitutional responsibiities

families, we
strengthen the Virgin
Islands"

Hepe
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The House also expresses its sincere appreciation 1o the
entire House Administration team, whose collectve effort,

administrative foundation upon which Parllament serves the
people ofthe Virgin Islands each day.
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Visit of Sir Lindsay Hoyle
Offeciat Deinner Reception

Youth Blue Economy Debate

Additional Documents or Media

e press release speaker of the house launches second issue of ‘house matters’ newsletter.

Special recogniton is also extended 1o Ms. Lenisha Callwood, whose creativiy,innovation and design
‘expertise have given House Matters ts distinctive visual identity. Through thoughtful layout, engaging
presentation and meticulous attention to detail she has transformed each editon nto a professional
publication that reflects the House of Assemblys commitment 1o excellence in_parliamentary
‘communication.

Together, their

“The strength of Parliament s reflected not only n its debates and decisions, but also in the dedication
of B

== publication Credits

Published by:
Office of the House of Assembly
Virgin slands

Editoral Direction:

Hon. Corine N. George-Massicote
‘Speaker of the House of Assembly
Administrative Leadership:
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Clerk of the House of Assembly
Publication Coordination & Editorial
Support:

Ms. Janiecia Vanterpool

‘Senior Administrative Officer and
Personal Assistant to the Speaker
Creative Design & Layout:

Ms. Lenisha Callwood

Executive Officer

Together, we continue building a stronger Virgin
Islands through service, unity and community.
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