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wnen peopie stay informea, get invoiveqa, ana snare wneir views, It neips create a

system of governance that is open, responsive, and truly focused on the needs of the
community.

As we close this first issue of House Matters, we invite you to stay connected. Take part
in public discussions, learn about the issues that affect you, and share your thoughts on
the laws and policies shaping everyday life in the Virgin Islands.

Your voice is an important part of this journey.

The House of Assembly welcomes your questions, feedback, and participation.

Together, we continue to build on our proud democratic tradition and shape a strong
future for our Territory.

e — U e

for your continued trust and partnership.



The Speaker of the House of Assembly of the Virgin Islands, the Honourable Corine
George-Massicote, today announced the launch of the inaugural newsletter, ‘House
Matters’. The launch coincides with the 75th anniversary of the restoration of
legislation in the Virgin Islands. ‘House Matters’, the name chosen by the Speaker,
will provide residents with regular updates on legislative activities, regional and

international engagement, and the standards that guide the work of the House.

“House Matters’ is an important step in keeping you informed and involved in the

work we do," said Honourable Corine George-Massicote. The Speaker added,

"Our goal is to make sure every resident feels connected, heard and empowered.
Inside, you’'ll find updates on our work in the House, highlights from regional and
international meetings, and a closer look at the values and standards that guide
us. Most importantly, you’ll see how your voice, concerns and participation help
shape the future of our democracy. We believe strong communities are built on
strong relationships between representatives and residents, ideas and action.
House Matters is our commitment to serving you with fairness, purpose and
respect. As we move forward, we encourage you to stay informed, stay engaged
and stay connected. Your voice matters, and your involvement makes our
democracy stronger."

Key features of the inaugural issue include:

A historical overview marking 75 years since the restoration of local

legislative powers.

Summaries of recent Bills, committee work and parliamentary milestones.

Coverage of regional and international meetings attended by House
members.

Profiles highlighting the House’s standards, ethics and community outreach

initiatives.

A section showcasing how constituent input has influenced policy and
legislation.

House Matters will be distributed digitally and in print; copies will be available at
the House of Assembly offices and partner community centres. Residents may also



subscribe for direct email delivery and access archived editions on the House’s

official website.

The launch forms part of a broader public engagement strategy tied to the
75th-anniversary observance, which includes community events, educational

outreach and forums to solicit resident feedback on legislative priorities.

For Additional Information Contact:

Giovanni Herbert

Public Relations Officer

House of Assembly

Telephone: 1(284)468-6909

Email: gherbert@gov.vg

Facebook: https://facebook.com/HOABVI
Youtube: @houseofassemblyvi2922

Gallery
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Keynote Highlights: LEADERSHIP IN ACTION

Throughout 202, Speaker Hon. Corine N. George-Massicote proudy carried the voice of the
Virgin Iskands beyond its shores, championing the issues that matter most in today's world.
From strengthening democracy to promoting digital safety and buikding public trust, her
reglonal and iterational engogements fflecte o clear commitment to moden, people-
focused leadership.
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Later in the year, she continued this important
work at the 68th Commonweaith Parliamentary
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Her joumey began with a strong foundation in
education and discipiine. Having completed her
schooling in the US. Virgin Isiands, sho went on to excel
at the University of the Virgin Isiands and Inter American
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generau:m of leadership in the Virgin Isiands, one
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while setting a powerful example for future leaders.

In 2005, she made a life-changing decision to move to the Britisn

porso
Nottingham Tren Uwersiy and completed her professionol raining
in London. By 2010, she had been called to the Bar in both England
and the British Virgin Islands, marking the start of an impactiul legal
career.

42 0 il lovyer, she bult o reputaton for song
o doeep respect for justice and faimess.

pro
eam @ Master of Business Admilsuation. along with professionl distinctions a5 &
Chartered Director and specialist in governance,risk, and compliance.

Today, as Speaker of the House of Assembly, Hon. George-Massicote brings together years.
of experience, sound judgment, and principled leadership. Her story is one of courage,
growth, and unwavering service; a reminder that leadership is but step by step, through
hard work, integrity, and a clear vision for the future.
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HON®GURING
OUR LEGACY

75 Years of Legislative Leadership
and Self-Determination

The 5th versry ofthe Logioture ofthe

Virgin Isiands was a special moment for our

Terrtory. Under the theme “Honouring the

Past, Shaping the Future: The Virgin
ton

y towards Solf-
Determination,” the  colebration looked
back on how far we've come while looking
ahead to where we are going.

For 75 yoar, the Logsatur hos boan ot the
center of our democracy. It is where
deckiore ar el ot esee e
discussed, and the voicos of the peoplo are
topresentod. Over time, it has helped shay
e growth ond dovelopment of the Virgin
Isiands and supported our jourey toward
solf-determination.

1950 - 2025

This milestone gave us the chance to recognise and thank the leaders who helped build
the foundation we stand on today. It also reminded us of the importance of continuing

As we move forward, we do 5o together, with pride in our history and confidence in our
future,
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‘George-Massicote ensures that new ideas, shared experiences, and global best practices Through ceremonial observances, keynote refiections and cultural performances,
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HOUSE HIGHLIGHTS PARLIAMENT UPDATES COMMUNITY ENGAGMENTS.

Anniversary Concert brought  the

Govelopment, idantty and commniy spt
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pdClotkng setice) These events beautifully captured the story
A Spocial Siting of the House formally of the Legisloture’s 75-year journey:
commemorated the anniversary, recording honouring the sacrifices of the past,
the milestone in parliamentary history and  celebrating the progress of today, and
foatfirming commitment to. constitutional  inspiring the leaders of tomorrow.
governance.
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of the Virgin Islands.
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The Diamond of the Season Award
A comerstone of the anniversary Ceremony honoured individuals whos
programme was the Mock Siting with dedication and leadership shaped the
Studants, which placed young poopl ot he _ Legilature over seven decades. Foneers
hea pariamentary ife. Students trailblazers, and  long-senving  public
orsumod thevolos o Spockt st ondsomonts wore recognised across sev
Members, engaging in a structured debate ~ distinguished  categories,  celebrating
ma leaming porlomentary procedurs foundaions leaderanp . poriommenta
firsthand. service, historic firsts and  institutional
excellence.

This v sirengthaned chic avcrsness.

onfidence, and reinforced the  The ceremony highlighted the vital role of

poriane of blomed ' sngoged patones memory and the enduring

citzonship in sustaining democracy. values  of  integrty, service, and
commitment.

Reflection and Connection:

Afternoon Tea with the Speaker
Aftornoon Tea with the Speaker provided a
space for meaningful dilogue and
reflection. Former legisiators, senior public
offcers and guests shared expariences and
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The Diamond Jubilee
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ﬁ WWWWM/ Season Awards
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DELIVERING FOR THE PEOPLE
Key Laws Shaping Our Future

In this first issue, we highlight some of the important bills and laws recently passed by
the House of Assembly. Theso laws are designed to strengthen our institutions, support
our communities, and improve daily life across the Virgin Islands. Each one reflects o
commitment to progress, fairness, and good governance.

of Assembly (Management) Act, 2025
« This law allows the House of Assembly to manage its administrative
and fianancial operations more independently.

+ This update strengthens how the Virgin isiands works with international
partners—especially the United States—on legal matters. It also improves
measures to combat money laundering and the financing of terrorism.

« This law introduces new afic offenc increases pendlties for
existing ones. Its goal is to promote safer driving and improve road

> ety cross the Tariory

+ This amendment strengthens customs laws to better meet international
standards. It helps improve how goods and financial activities are
monitored to prevent illegal practices like money laundering,

= This law improves cooperation with other countries in_ criminal
matters. It also strengthens efforts to meet global standards in
= fighting financial crimes and terrorism.

.

* This bil proposes updates to the elections process 1o improve how L1
elections are managed and ensure they remain fair, transparent, and Qﬁ
effective

Together, these measures represent meaningful steps toward a safer, stronger, and
more accountable Virgin Isiands.

UPHSLDING PUBLIC TRUST

the
House of Assembly reaffitms its commitment to_ethical leadership, transparency, and
responsible governance.

At the center of this commitment is the Code of Conduct for Members of the House of
Assombly.

OUR SHARED STANDARDS

Accountability and Transparency
Members must always act in the best intorest of the public. This
includes avoiding conficts of intorest and baing open about any
personal or financial marters that could influence decisions.

to show courtesy and professionalism when working with colleagues,
public officials, and members of the community.

Upholding Law and Ethics
Members must follow the laws of the Virgin islands and carry out their

d duties with honesty, fairmess, and integrity.

nsible Use of Public Re
Public resources hmong o the peopla Thay must b6 used ony for officil
purposes, not for personal gain.

Respectful Conduct 'Yy
Everyone deserves to be treated with respect. Members are expected ‘ \

Confidentiality
Sensitive information must be handled carefully and not shared or used
o

inappropriotey.
eporainess o const

Members "apected 1o e S5

commur mcme A e P 1 E k) S O T &B

communite

Zero Tolerance for Corruptior
Corruption in any form is not occeplee arbery, misuse of power, or
abuse of office willresult in serious consequences.

These standards reflect a shared promise—to lead with integrity, serve with purpose,
‘and build trust with the people of the Virgin slands.
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EMPOWERING OUR FUTURE
Inspiring the Next Generation of Leaders

leceriog obouk damocmy dosst v i sty i the

classroom, and through the Education Parliame

mmuuve young ottie S e Tty e getting
chance to experience it for themsolves.
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loam how government works and why it matters.
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rsof Poxkamant an Miistars They ahore deas.
and

toamwork, following procedures, and making lhoughuul

decisions.

They also develop valuable life skils like critical thinking,

public speaking, problem-solving, and teamwork; skills

that wil support them both in school and in the future.

8y opening the doors of Pariament to young peope the House is doing moro than
Its investing in leaders and helping to shape

a bngmev Tutue fr the Virgin slange.

Empowering Young Women to Lead

-
.

This commitment to youth development goes beyond the
classroom. At the BEAM (Brillant, Empowered, Ambitious

their potential
Through sharing her own experiences and offering practical
advics, she highlighted the importance of resilience, sel
belief, and education in overcoming challenges. The event

created @ supportive and upliting space where young
women could speak openly, share their goals, and feel
inspired to pursue their dreams.

Whether in the House of Assembly or out in the community,

ssage continues to stand strong: leadership starts
from within. It begins with confidence, curiosity, and strong ®
values. =

By investing in young people today, the Virgin Islands is building a future filled with
thoughtful, capable, and compassionate leaders.

e

Protecting Independence and Good Governance

he Vigin lsionds looks to the futue, sitengthening the independence and
afectivonecs of the House of Assembly remains a central priority. An independent
ogialchas I aasenilo 1 WmepCHent GoveHanc, enemivg that K cre moge it
best interest of the people, free from undue influence or external pressure.

Prtactig i idepencance recree contiued focis and shiored cuponably.
Clear boundaries between legisiative, executive and judicial functions

tained, while systems for accountability and oversight are it
Srengience. Ongoing prolessional developmen, cpen dedote, and heaithy pudlic
dialogue all play vital roles in supporting strong democratic institutions.

Theough continued commament t Impartaly, tansparency and good govemance
the House of Assembly remains focused on building resilient leadership that will serve
A Ty o generations to come.

Enforcement and Oversight

To support enforcement of these standards, a Commission for Standards shall be
established to oversee compliance with the Code of Conduct. This independent body
ides ethical g when

necessary.

By operating impartially and transparently, the Commission reinforces public
confidence and ensures that Members are held to the highest standards of
accountability and faimess.

Commitment to Public Service

Public office is a responsibility rooted in service. Members of the House of Assembly
are expected to lead with impartiality, dedication and respect for the people they
represent.

The Code of Conduct serves both as a guide and a safeguard, protecting the integrity

of the legislative process and strengthening public trust in democratic institutions.
Through these shared values, the House continues to uphold the principles that
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