# 14 GOVERNMENT OF THE PRESS RELEASE

% © VIRGIN ISLANDS

Tel: (284)468-2730
Official Government Website:
https://gov.vg

BVI Students in Asia Participate in 23rd
Hong Kong Winter Food Festival

Release Date: 19 January, 2026




Students studying in the BVI Asia Abroad Scholarship Programme in Hong Kong
& Macau participated in Hong Kong’s Winter Food Festival held in the Hong
Kong Exhibition & Conference Centre from 25th - 29th December 25th 2025.

The bi-annual Festival is a gastronomical event that brings together a diverse array
of local and international cuisines in which Chinese and International travelers
sample delicacies and food brands from across the world. BVI students Travis
Thomas, Kimberly Cordez, Zyra Creque, and Shamorie Glasgow supported the
festivals lone Caribbean booth “Kepstar Trading” under the theme “A Taste of the
Caribbean”.

The booth featured Caribbean favourites like jerk chicken, patties, pastelles, sorrel,
and cocktail drinks sponsored by Caribbean brands Angostura Rum and

Blue Mountain Coffee. As Kepstar advertised the sale of its exclusive

Caribbean seasonings, spices, sauces, drinks, and other food products at the heart
of Caribbean culture, the students warmly welcomed visitors to the booth in a
display of Caribbean hospitality.

Dr. Ricardo Wheatley, Director of the BVI Hong Kong Office, attended the festival

in support of the students, stating that, “Having our students participate in rich
cultural exchanges such as the Hong Kong Winter Food Festival allows them to be
cultural ambassadors for not just the BVI, but the entire Caribbean region. We want
them to be as culturally immersed as possible in the local events and culture while

studying here in Asia.”

Students interested in applying to the BVI Asia Abroad Scholarship Programme for
the 2026-2027 academic year can contact the BVI’'s Hong Kong Office via email at
studyinasia@bvihongkongoffice.com.hk
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The Government of the Virgin Islands is committed to promoting good governance
and the sustainable development of the Territory with a view to ensuring a well-
informed, prosperous, cohesive and stable society. The Premier’s Office serves as
the focal point for coordinating cross-sectoral policies and programmes and
promoting the sustainable development of the Virgin Islands to ensure a well-

informed, prosperous, cohesive and stable society.
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